USDF “L” Program to be hosted by NEDA
Excerpts from The USDF Guide to Organizers:
The USDF “L” program offers a comprehensive curriculum where participants and auditors can learn what trained judges are looking for in dressage performance.  This program concentrates on the lower levels and will be taught by a faculty of experiences, USDF-approved, USEF licensed “S” judges.

The program has been designed with several goals in mind:
1. To give competitors, trainers and instructors broader insight into the evaluative techniques of judging dressage;

2. To qualify individuals to judge schooling shows;

3. As part of the prerequisites to enter the USEF “r” Judges Training Program;

4. To serve as continuing education for licensed judges and “L” graduates.

The “L” program consists of two parts, A Judge’s Perspective and secondly, Candidate Evaluation.

Part 1:  ‘A Judge’s Perspective’ is the educational part of the program; it should suit anybody who would like to have more insight into what judges are looking for and how they operate.  This part consists of Sessions A, B, and C.  These sessions must be taken in alphabetic order [by Participants; Auditors may attend as many or as few sessions as they like.].  If  Participants miss a session they need to make it up before they can attend the next session.  For that purpose, they may go to any other group that offers the missing session.  No more than 30 participants are allowed for Sessions A, B, and C although up to 40 silent auditors may attend each session.
Part 2:  ‘Candidate Evaluation” is designed for candidates who want to go beyond the educational Part 1 ‘A Judge’s Perspective’ and who are interested in eventually entering the USEF program to become approved ‘r’ judges.  Part 2 consists of Session D-1, D-2, E (sitting with USEF ‘R’ and/or ‘S’ Judges) and the Final Exam.  No more than 10 participants are allowed for Sessions D-1, D-2 and the Final Exam.   No auditors are allowed at these sessions.
Difference between Participant and Auditor for Part 1 “A Judge’s Perspective” of the “L” program: 
Auditor:  

· Anyone may attend and does not have to be a member of NEDA or USDF to attend any of these sessions.

· May elect to attend any or all sessions of the A, B. C Educational Sessions.  
· May not ask questions or formally take part in the practice judging portions of the Educational Sessions.  

· Will receive a copy of all of the handouts

· May not continue to the Evaluation Sessions until they have taken the Educational Sessions A, B, C  as a Participant.  

Participant:

· Anyone may attend.  However they must be a USDF Participating, GMO or Interscholastic/Intercollegiate member at the time each Educational session is held.  .
· Must attend all sessions of the Educational Sessions A, B, C in order to receive credit as a Participant. (May not skip “A” for instance, and expect to continue on to B, C as a Participant.  May continue as an Auditor and may receive a refund for the difference in price if organizer is notified 24 hourss in advance of the session.) 
· Will be expected to ask questions of the Instructor throughout the sessions (although if there are a great number of Participants, this participation will be limited if you choose not to be particularly vocal).

· Will take part in the practice judging opportunities in the Educational Sessions.(Judging sheets will be provided.)

· Will, after completing all three Educational sessions, be eligible to continue to the Evaluative Sessions, assuming the other pre-requisite of scores has been confirmed by USDF.  
· NOTE:  Only 10 Participants will be allowed to continue on to the Evaluative Sessions held by NEDA.
Difference between Participant and Auditor for Part  2 “Candidate Evaluation” of the “L” program:
Auditor:  No auditors allowed.
Participant:
· Participant: must be a USDF Participating Member

· Only 10 applicants can be accepted as Participants.  

· Score requirements:  Scores must be earned prior to entering the program.
Must have three scores of 60% or higher at Second Level or above from three different USEF-licensed judges.  Only scores from USDF-USEF recognized competitions will count.  Scores for Freestyle tests and Young Horse tests are not eligible as one or more of these scores.
· Commitment: Applicants should be willing to commit to attending all sessions pertaining to Part 1.  Candidates must pay for the entire Part 1in advance, although payments may be made in installments.  There will be a refund policy.

The NEDA Program:
· Educational Sessions A, B, and C will be held at Cutler Farm, Medfield, MA

· Session A: ‘Introduction to Judging and Biomechanics’, taught by Lois Yukins, will be held January 8th and 9th.   
· Session B: ‘Judging Criteria for Gaits and Paces, Movements and 
 Figures’, taught by Janet Foy will be held February 19th and 20th.
· Session C: ‘Basic Collective Marks-Gaits, Impulsion, Submission, and the 


Rider’, taught by Maryal Barnett will be held April 2nd-3rd.
· Applications for the three educational sessions will be accepted on a first come, first served basis for each session, limited to 30 participants and 40 silent auditors at each session.  A waiting list will also be created.  
· Applications must be postmarked 20 days prior to each session or will incur a late fee.  Walk-in auditors will be admitted only if space is available.
· Although there will be no refunds for the three educational sessions (A, B, C), Auditors may sell or give their  “seat” to anyone they wish by notifying the organizer at least 24 hours in advance.  Participants can request a refund, less a processing fee, if they notify the organizer at least 24 hours prior to the event. Prior to Session A, if there are eligible Participants on the wait list who are able to attend, the “seat’ can be transferred to them without penalty by notifying the organizer of this intent to facilitate this transfer.
· The Evaluative Sessions D-1, D-2 and the Exam .  We are still awaiting USDF approval for Part 2.  The following is the information sent to them.  
· Session D-1 will be at the 2011 NEDA Spring Show, May 14-15, Marshfield, MA. 

· Session D-2 will be at King Oak Dressage Days, July16-17 in Southampton, MA.

· The Final Exam will be held at the NEDA Fall Festival, Sept 17-18, Saugerties, NY.

· Participants will need to submit a second application (not yet available until program is approved) for the D-1, D-2 and Exam Sessions.  The application is for the entire “Evaluation” portion, although payments may be made in three installments.  The first 10 eligible applications from the NEDA Part 1 will be accepted and the remaining will be put on a wait list.  Any remaining places can be filled by candidates who have completed the A, B, and C sessions from other programs.

More information is available from Sally Davenport, Sallydav57@aol.com or 781-378-1881.  Application forms will continue to be printed in the TIP and on the NEDA website.

